Hward Springaren Winter Tourney 2025

Theme: Two pieces of the same colour move to the same corner without capturing there.

This year's Winter Tourney saw 30 entries—a good turnout, but then again, some of
them were either not thematically pregnant enough, or had some other major defect, or
were just too simple to be seriously considered for the award. I have chosen twelve prob-
lems (two Prizes, four Honourable mentions and six Commendations), as follows:

1st Prize
No 20 (Per Olin, Finland)
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Proofgame A>B in 15,5 (C+)

The problem hinges on the white rooks' needing to clear the path for their black coun-
terpart to e8, via h8. They could hide away on e6 and e7, but then Black would have to
waste a critical move to let them pass e8 again on their way back; for that reason, they
must take the long route around the board, and their passage largely determines Black's
move order. The switchback and Rundlauf by the wB and wRR, respectively, are pleas-
ing, although obvious from the diagrams, but the added switchback by the wK to let the
rooks through is a nice touch. The thematic content is strong, and the author continues
to demonstrate the viability of this sub-genre of proof games.

1.Rh8 Bf4 2.Ra8 b4 3.Rhh8 Bc4 4.Ral Sg4 5.Rha8 6 6.Bf7 Be6 7.c4 Se3 8.c3 Qh5 9.Kf2 Qh8
10.Rh1 Qc8 11.Raal Rh8 12.Rh7 Re8 13.Rah1 Sd1+ 14.Kgl Bcl 15.R1hé Bh3 16.Bd5
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2nd Prize
No 27 (Sébastien Luce, France)

This idea lends itself effortlessly to the particular combination of contra-grasshoppers
and ABC. Before the actual stalemating net can be arranged, Black needs to get rid of all
the a's and fill the first rank instead, adding up to seven contra-grasshopper promotions,
including the final white one, which is apparently a new record. Kudos to the author!

C? (“Tested for the 36 moves with only promotions to CG; correct 6mn47 on Winchloe.
Full test for the last 27 moves; correct 40mn”)

1.CGh1 2.a1=CG 3.CGgl 4.a2 5.a1=CG 6.CGf1 7.a3 8.a2 9.a1=CG 10.Cgel 11.a4 12.a313.a2
14.a1=CG 15.CGd1 16.a5 17.a4 18.a3 19.a2 20.a1=CG 21.CGcl 22.a5 23.a4 24.a3 25.a2
26.a1=CG 27.Kc5 28.Kd6 29.CGxg6 30.Ke5 31.Kf4 32.Kg4 33.CGh3 34.Kg3 35.Kh2
36.Cgg8 txg8=CG=

1st H.M.
No 29 (Jorma Paavilainen & Henry Tanner, Finland)

In my opinion, the most ambitious of the short helpmates: three thematic corner moves
followed by Umnov moves by the black King. I wouldn't call the twinning a plus per se,
but since there are only the two white major pieces on the board, there is at least certain
harmony to it.

a) 1.5Sh8 Kh5 2.Kf7 Bb3# b) 1.Rh8 Bc2 2.Kh7 Sxf6# c) 1.Qh8 Re7 2.Kg7 Rg4#

2nd HM.
No 11 (Teppo Miintti, Finland)

This type of problem gives me the feeling that, if there were a unique cook, I would have
no idea which was the intended solution and which was the accident. Joking aside, of
course, I do appreciate the achievement, although in this case the tourney theme is some-
what drowned out.

a) 1.nBPa8=nB nBb7 2.nPa8=nQ nQa2 3.Kb2 nQf7 4.nQf8 nQa3 5.Kb3 nQf8 6.nQf7 nQc4
7.Kb4 nQf7 8.nQh7 nQc7 9.nBc6 nQh7 10.Kc5 nQb7 11.Kd6 nQh7 12.nQh8 nQe5+ 13.Keb
nQh8 14.Kf7+ nQf6+ 15.nQd6 nBe8 16.Kg7 nQh6#

b) 1.nRh7 nRc7 2.nBPc8=nQ nQf8 3.nQd6 nRh7 4.nRf7 nRc7 5.nQc6 nRh7 6.nRh8 Kh7
7.nRg8 nRgb 8.nRg7 nRh7 9.nQg6+ nQbl 10.nQb2 nQg7 11.nQh8+ nQb2 12.Kb1 nQg7
13.nQg6+ nQab 14.nRg7 nRa7 15.nQh6+ nQcl 16.nQc2 nRal#

3rd H.m. 4t H.m. 1st Men.
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3+ H.M.
No 22 (Ingemar Lind, Sweden)

Nice corner-to-corner manoeuvres by White to crash through on the h file. Black's play
is of course very restricted, but not inconsequential: White must force the d pawn to
move, so that, at the moment when Black is ready to untangle, it will block a check to
the white King; other tries ultimately fail to checks from el or f1.

1.Kb4! d5 2.Ral d4 3.Ra8 d3 4.Rh8 d2 5.Qal e1=Q 6.Rxh2+ 7.Kxh2 Qh8# (1.Rb1? b4!
2.Rxb4 d5 3.Rb8 d4 4.Rh8 d3 5.Qal el=Q+, 1.Ral? b4! 2.Kxb5? d5 ... 5.Qal el=?+)

4t H.M.
No 6 (Ingemar Lind, Sweden)

White must delay the release of the black Bishop until the King has infiltrated and is
ready to block his counterpart's escape, and then, when Black has exhausted his de-
fences, correctly counter f6/f5. Once these points are understood, the solution kind of
plays itself, but a satisfactory construction all the same.

1.Kg4? h1=Q! 2.Bxh1 Bh2;

1.Bh1! a2 2.Kg4 a1=Q 3.Kh3 Qa8 4.Bxa8 h1=Q 5.Bxh1 Bh2 6.Kxh2 h3 7.Bf3! (7.Bc6? f6!) {5
8. Kh1l h2 9.Bg2# (7...f6 8.Bg4! ... 9.Bxh3#)

1st Men.
No 21 (Ingemar Lind, Sweden)

Knight promotions on different squares; Rg7-g8 in particular is nice, but the solutions
work well as a whole, too.

1.5e6 h8=5 2.5¢7 Sf7#, 1. Rg7+ Kh8 2.Rg8+ hxg8=5#

2nd Men. 3+ Men.
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2
& 8% i
A 2 o s
e e
A4 A =i 3
i3 ii A
e 4 Wos W
h=2 B:Bg7<>Kg5 C+ h=2,5 2sol. C+ h#3 B:Pe7>d4 C+

2nd Men.

No 19 (Mykhailo Galma, Ukraine)

This is an attractive and quite clever idea, but the twinning seems unnecessarily awk-
ward —why not two solutions, e.g. wB>f8, wK>h5 and h#2.5 (1...Bh6, 1...Bg7)?

a) 1.Se4+ Sxe4 2.Kal Sd2=b) 1.5d5 Sxd5 2.a1=B Sb4=
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3 Men.
No 9 (Ingemar Lind, Sweden)

Queen promotions on different squares (cf 2" Men). Here, Ka8! is the highlight of the
problem, whereas the b) solution, with Pd4 basically cook-stopping on the long diagonal,
is a little pale by comparison.

a) 1.Qeb5 Ka8 2.Qb8 axb8=Q b) 1.Qc3 a8=Q 2.Kal Qf8 3.Rb1 Qxa3#

4th Men. 5% Men. 6" Men.
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No 5 (Ingemar Lind, Sweden)

Somewhat schematic, but the Knight promotion and sacrifice and the corner-to-corner
clearance by the Bishop are of course a touch of spice. (By the way, the position is only
just legal!)

1.h8=S! d4 2.Sg6 fxg6 3.Bh1! g5 4.Ra8 g4 5.Rxa2+ Kxa2 6.Qg?2 ... 7.Qa8#

5t Men.

No 10 (Ingemar Lind, Sweden)

White twice mates on h8 and Black twice moves there. Nicely done, if not spectacular.
1.5g8 Qe5+ 2.Kf7 Sh8#, 1.Bf7 Qxd4+ 2.Kg8 Qh8#,

1.Kh7 Qg5 2.Bh8 Sxf8#, 1.S5g4 Se7 2.Kh8 Qg8+#

6 Men.

No 15 (Rolf Uppstrom, Sweden)

Good self-blocks by the Bishop, but with such a contrived twinning, I'm left wanting a
little something extra—e.g. 1...a8=R allowing 2. Kg2 Rg8#, which is certainly possible,
even retaining a minimal setting.

a) 1.Bh1 h8=Q 2.Kg2 Qxg7# b) 1.Kh3 h8=Q 2.Bg2 Qc8#

Stockholm, June 3, 2025

Lennart Werner
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