
Award     Springaren  h#n   2023 

43 helpmate originals in more than three moves were published in Springaren in 2023. 
The general level was good with many interesting compositions. I wish to thank the ed-
itorial team for the solid work they continue to do and to congratulate the successful 
composers! 

I do not expect that my views will satisfy all composers, who have tried and often suc-
ceeded in realizing their ideas. Judging is a very subjective field, and as long as humans 
do it, awards will reflect the judges’ personal preferences. 

I have not done an extensive search for anticipations, but 15345 is too similar to Christer 
Jonsson, 5th HM Šachová skladba Apr 2014 (123/12186). (https://www.yac-
pdb.org/#392979) 

My ranking is as follows: 
 
1 Pr     15228 
János Csák 

 
h#3,5     B:  Kd1>c1 

 
2 Pr     15233 
Abdelaziz Onkoud 

 
h#3,5     2 lösn 

3 Pr     15285 
Carlos de la Fé Dahlin 
& Kaj Engström 

 
h#6     2 lösn 

1st Prize 15228 – János Csák 

The fascinating initial position has three pinned white pieces and only two possible first 
moves for White. Black’s first moves unpin the wBc5, which moves twice to unpin a 
white piece and to guard the flights of the bK. The pinning pieces bBa1 and bRh5 move 
twice to block a flight. 

There are tiny details, which differ between the solutions, such as reasons for the choice 
of the tempo move 1.-f3/f4 and that the unpin 2.Sd5 also opens a future line of the wB, 
allowing it to move to g5. But these are negligible elements in this memorable helpmate 
with nice mating positions. 

A 1.– f3 (f4?) 2.Sd5 Lxe7 3.Lc3 Lg5 4.Le1 Lc2# 
B 1.– f4 (f3?) 2.Ld5 Lb4 3.Th1 Lc3 4.Td1 Se2# 

2nd Prize 15233 – Abdelaziz Onkoud 

There is plenty of black material and many captures, but the solutions are uniform and 
interesting. Everything functions perfectly and the familiar themes such as Zilahi, Kniest 
and exchange of functions are beautifully combined. 

1.– Lb8 2.Scxe5 Lxe5 3.Ke4 Lxf4 4.Kxf4 Txg4# 
1.– Th5 2.Sfxe5 Txe5 3.Kd4 Txc5 4.Kxc5 Lxb6# 

- 58 -



3rd Prize 15285 – Carlos de la Fé Dahlin & Kaj Engström 

This composer duo seems to focus on geometrical themes and ideas, and their presenta-
tion of two Excelsiors in six without repeated moves is a great find. With the promotions 
taking place in the corners, the board is used to the full extent. The solutions are, of 
course, not difficult to find, but that is unavoidable in this setting. There is an obvious 
danger of anticipation, but I have not found a predecessor. 

1.Ke2 gxf3 2.Kd3 fxe4 3.Kc4 exd5 4.Kb5 dxc6 5.Ka6 cxb7 6.Db5 bxa8=D# 
1.Dg5 gxh3 2.Kg2 h4 3.Kh3 h5 4.Kh4 h6 5.Kh5 h7 6.Kh6 h8=D# 

1 HM     15282 
Yuri Bilokin  &  
Evgeny Gavryliv 

 
h#3,5     B:  Bc3>d4 

2 HM     15238 
Carlos de la Fé Dahlin & 
Kaj Engström 

 
h#7 

 
3 HM     15230 
Evgeny Gavryliv 

 
h#3,5     2 lösn 

 
4 HM     15356 
Marko Ylijoki 

 
h#7     B:  Ba2>c7 

1st honourable mention 15282 – Yuri Bilokin  &  Evgeny Gavryliv 

The elements are well known but the result is commendable, despite the symmetrical 
features.  

A 1.– f4 2.Sdf3 fxe5 3.Tb2 Tc2 4.Tb6 Txc3# 
B 1. – fxe3 2.Sgf3 exd4 3.Tg7 Tg6 4.Tc7 Txe6# 

2nd honourable mention 15238 – Carlos de la Fé Dahlin & Kaj Engström 

There is certainly no deep strategy or breathtaking moments, but the amusing geomet-
rical dance of the Kings is a commendable achievement. 

1.Kg5 Kg1 2.Kf4 Kf2 3.Ke5+ Ke1 4.Kd4 Kd2 5.Kc5+ Kc1 6.Kb4 Kb2 7.Tc5 a3# 

3rd honourable mention 15230 – Evgeny Gavryliv 

A pleasing initial setting with line-opening for bQ and bB, but the play of the white 
Knights leaves something to be desired and the solutions are slightly schematic. The 
mating positions require unaesthetic black Pawn constellations.  

1.– Sf4 2.Ke3 Se5 3.Df3 Sxe6 4.Le4 Sc4# 
1.– Sd8 2.Ke5 Sf4 3.De4 Sxe2 4.Ld5 Sf7# 

4th honourable mention 15356 – Marko Ylijoki 

An ingenious twinning by moving the wP from the 2nd to the 7th rank. The paradoxical 
point is that in both parts white makes a Q-promotion on c8, either as the last or as the 
first move. 

A 1.h4 a4 2.h3 gxh3 3.Sa7 Kg2 4.Sb5 axb5 5.h1=T bxc6 6.Ta1 c7 7.Ta7 c8=D# 
B 1.Se7 c8=D+ 2.Ka7 Dxg4 3.Kb6 Dxg3 4.Kc5 Dc3+ 5.Kd5 g4 6.Ke4 Kg2 7.Kf4 Dd4# 
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5 HM     15231 

Evgeny Gavryliv 

 
h#3,5     B:  Bb5>d5 

 
1 Comm     15232 
Christopher Jones 

 
h#3,5 

 
2 Comm     15347 
Zlatko Mihajloski 

 
h#4,5 * 

3 Comm     15354 
Udo Degener &  
Mirko Degenkolbe 

 
h#6,5     B:  - Ba6 

5th honourable mention 15231 – Evgeny Gavryliv 

Perfect analogy, but obviously not a very exciting exercise. The use of the black Bishops 
to define White’s move order is clever. 

A 1.– axb5+ 2.Kxb5 d5 3.Ta6 Kb3 4.Thb6 a4# 
B 1.– dxc5 2.Kxc5 e5 3.Tb6 Kc3 4.Thc6 d4# 

1st commendation 15232 – Christopher Jones 

Similar elements are shown in different phases of the solution. The wPh2 sacrifices itself 
to a bP, which blocks a flight: 2.-fxg4+ or 3.-g6, and the bQ moves to be captured with 
mate: 4.Dh2 or 3.Dh3. Not very striking but well done.  

1.– h3 2.Dh4 hxg4+ 3.fxg4 f5 4.Dh2 Txh2# 
1.– h4 2.Dg3 hxg5+ 3.Dh3 g6 4.hxg6 Txh3# 

2nd commendation 15347 – Zlatko Mihajloski 

The set and the solution offer a mixed bag of motives, but the point of the whole is not 
clear.  

* 1.Lxc5 dxc5 2.Kd8 cxb6 3.Tc7 b7 4.Td7 b8=D# 
1.– Lb4 2.Tc6 La5 3.Lc5 Kc3 4.Kd6 dxc5+ 5.Kxc5 Lb4# 

3rd commendation 15354 – Udo Degener  & Mirko Degenkolbe 

Kniest in part a) is nice, but for me part b) is much more interesting. Klasinc is always 
worth seeing and this composition is no exception. 

A 1.– Lf5 2.Se6 Kb3 3.Kd7 Kxa4 4.Kc6 Kb3 
5.Kb5 Kc3 6.Ka4 Kc4 7.a5 Lc2# 
B 1.– Lb7 2.Sba6 Lxh1 3.Sb7 Kb3 4.0-0-0 
Kxa4 5.Kb8 Kb5 6.Ka8 Kb6 7.Sb8 Lxb7# 

4th commendation 1846 – Marko Ylijoki 

A humorous composition ending with 
the switchbacks of the bB and the pro-
moted wP. Good points for entertainment 
value! 

1. – c4 2.h6 c5 3.h5 c6 4.h4 c7 5.h3 c8=T 
6.Lb1+ Tc2 7.La2 Tc3# 

 
4 Comm     1846 
Marko Ylijoki 

 
h#6,5 

5 Comm     15234 
Carlos de la Fé Dahlin & 
Kaj Engström 

 
h#4     2 lösn 
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5th commendation 15234 – Carlos de la Fé Dahlin & Kaj Engström 

In one solution the bK moves towards three black units, which are used as passive 
blocks. In the other solution these black pieces move either to block or to be captured. It 
would have been preferable to have the bR moving to block in a similar way as the black 
Bishops. 

1.Sd6 c4+ 2.Kc6 c5 3.Kc7 cxd6+ 4.Kb8 d7# 
1.Lc5 Kg4 2.Ta3 Kf5 3.Td3 cxd3 4.Lc6 dxe4# 

1st of April 2025 in Espoo, Finland 

Jorma Paavilainen 

 
François Labelle 
2 Omn   phénix 2017 

 
Bevisparti i A: 4,5, B: 5,5 

Inte så alldagligt  

I  förra numret citerade vi vidstående förbryllande bevisparti, 
där A är enkelt (1.Sa3 d5 2.Sc4 dxc4 3.Sh3 Dd5 4.Sf4 Kd8 5.Sxd5) 
men det är svårt att se hur vit ska kunna förlora ett tempo i B 
med bara springare aktiva. 

Svaret är att en vS ska slås på det svarta fältet c5 i stället för det 
vita c4, vilket i sin tur kräver att springarna byter roller: 

1.Sf3 d6 2.Se5 Dd7 3.Sxd7 Kd8 4.Sc5 dxc5 5.Sc3 c4 6.Sd5 

 

 

Bosses kluringar – 1  

Bo Söderberg roar ofta sig och omgivningen med mer eller 
mindre kluriga uppgifter av typen ”finn ett parti som…” utan 
krav på entydighet. Några sådana ska vi delge Springarens lä-
sare. 

 
== Till Stellan Brynell 14.10.2023 == 
Ett litet problem kanske kan rädda dagen, om det inte är för en-
kelt, förstås. Jag provar: 
1.Sc3 g6 2.Sd5 Lh6 3.Sxe7 Kf8 4.Sd5 Kg7 5.Sc3 Sf6 6.h4 Te8 7.g4 
Te5 8.g5 Txg5 9.h5 Txh5 10.Sh3 Sg8 11.Sb1 Kf8 12.Sg5 Txh1 13.Sf3 
Ke8 14.Sg1 Lf8 15.Lg2 h6 16.Lf3 Txg1#   (se diagram) 
Uppgiften blir nu att presentera ett parti som får fram just denna 
slutställning i så få drag som möjligt! Good luck, hälsar 
Bosse i Örebro 

Bo Söderberg 

 
Kortaste bevisparti? 

== 20.4.2025 == 

PÅSKhälsning från Örebro, en alldeles färsk och ovanlig upptäckt, basuneras ut till Värl-
den på detta sätt! Hur pass ovanlig blir ni dom första att bedöma.  

# # # # # # 

Hur kan det kortaste schackpartiet se ut som avslutas med ett en passant-slag varvid 
motståndarkungen blir matt? 

#   #   #   #   #   # 
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